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USPTO Official Says 13% Of APJs Have Left
Under Trump

By Dani Kass - Listen to article

Law360 (May 7, 2025, 11:10 PM EDT) -- The Patent Trial and Appeal Board has lost about 30 administrative patent
judges and 20 staff members as the Trump administration is providing incentives to leave the government, Chief
Administrative Patent Judge Scott Boalick said Wednesday.

On the last day of the Biden administration, the PTAB had about 230 administrative patent judges and 120 staff, and now
some 13% of judges and 17% of support staff have left, Judge Boalick said at a U.S. Patent and Trademark Office webinar.
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Chief PTAB Judge Scott Boalick, Deputy Chief APJ Jackie Bonilla and lead APJ Georgianna Braden at the Wednesday "USPTO Hour." (Patent Trial and Appeal
Board)

The support staff include patent attorneys, law clerks, hearing staff, paneling staff, IT support, paralegals and other workers
along those lines, Judge Boalick said.

The "USPTO Hour" had Judge Boalick, Deputy Chief Administrative Patent Judge Jacqueline Wright Bonilla and Lead
Administrative Patent Judge Georgianna Witt Braden discussing the basics of board procedure.

But during a question-and-answer session, an audience member asked Judge Boalick how the agency has been affected
by the administration's incentives to leave and its return to office order.

Judge Boalick cited the numbers, saying the departures are because of the incentives, and for standard attrition reasons like
retirement and moving to the private sector. He also pointed out that the agency is in a mandated hiring freeze.

"Do we still have a sufficient number of judges and staff in order to do the statutory work required of PTAB?" Judge
Braden asked.

"Yes, we do," Judge Boalick said. "We currently do have enough staff, and so we can handle both appeals and trials with
the current judges and staff on board."

The staffing question comes as acting USPTO Director Coke Stewart has issued policies that attorneys say will limit how
many trials the PTAB ends up instituting, such as making discretionary denials more common.

--Editing by Brian Baresch.

For a reprint of this article, please contact reprints@law360.com.
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