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The Patent Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB) is a tribunal within the United States Patent and Trademark
Office (USPTO) that reviews rejections made by examiners in proceedings called ex parte appeals and
decides patentability questions for issued patents raised by third parties in proceedings called AIA trials. 

The America Invents Act (AIA) created the PTAB or the Board. It was known previously as the Board of
Patent Appeals and Interferences or BPAI.

The Board includes statutory members and administrative patent judges. The statutory members of the
Board are the USPTO Director, Deputy Director, Commissioner for Patents, and Commissioner for
Trademarks.  

The Board also includes patent attorneys, law clerks, and paralegals along with support staff to administer
proceedings and hearings.
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Authorities and duties

"There shall be in the Office a Patent Trial and Appeal Board." 35 U.S.C. § 6(a).

35 U.S.C. § 6(a), establishes the Board's membership as the Director, the Deputy Director, the
Commissioner for Patents, the Commissioner for Trademarks, and the Administrative Patent
Judges.  

The Board's duties are:

    (1) on written appeal of an applicant, review adverse decisions of examiners upon applications for
patents pursuant to section 134(a);

    (2) review appeals of reexaminations pursuant to section 134(b);

    (3) conduct derivation proceedings pursuant to section 135; and

    (4) conduct inter partes reviews and post-grant reviews pursuant to chapters 31 and 32.
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35 U.S.C. § 6(b).

The Board also continues to decide patent interferences pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 135 (continuing
under residual authority after March 16, 2013). Interferences are provided for by 35 U.S.C. § 135.
The rules governing interferences are found at 37 CFR § 41.100-41.208. Chapter 2300 of The
Manual of Patent Examining Procedure and the Standing Order (PDF) sets forth additional
guidance for interferences.

Ex parte appeals from adverse decisions by patent examiners in applications for patents and in
reexamination proceedings are provided for by 35 U.S.C. §§ 134 and 306. The rules governing ex
parte appeals are found at 37 CFR §§ 41.30-41.54. Chapter 1200 of The Manual of Patent
Examining Procedure sets forth the current procedures for appellants and patent examiners to
follow in ex parte appeals. Sections 2273-2279 of The Manual of Patent Examining Procedure sets
forth additional procedures for appellants and patent examiners to follow in ex parte appeals in a
reexamination proceeding.

Leadership

35 U.S.C. § 6(a), establishes the Board's membership as the Director, the Deputy Director, the
Commissioner for Patents, the Commissioner for Trademarks. You can learn more about these
Board members by reading their bios.

Administrative patent judges

Administrative patent judges are appointed by the Secretary of Commerce and are legally and
technically trained. Judges have extensive patent legal experience prior to their appointment on the
Board, for example, in private practice, in government practice (e.g., at the Department of Justice or
the International Trade Commission), and as in-house counsel in companies. Many also have served
as USPTO examiners or judicial law clerks.  

List of administrative patent judges:

Abraham, Jeffrey W.
Adams, Donald E.
Ahmed, Iftikhar 
Amundson, Steven M.
Anderson, Gregg I.
Arbes, Justin T.
Arpin, James B.
Astorino, Michael C.
Baer, Garth D.
Baltatzis, Andreas 
Barrett, Ken B.
Baumeister, Bradley W.
Bayat, Bradley B.
Beamer, Norman H.
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Begley, Kerry 
Belisle, Stephen E.
Bennett, Phillip A.
Best, George C.
Bisk, Jennifer S.
Boudreau, Charles J.
Braden, Georgianna W.
Bui, Hung H.
Busch, Justin 
Calve, James P.
Cashion Jr., Merrell C.
Cass, Russell E.
Chang, Tawen 
Chen, Eric B.
Cherry, Kevin W.
Chung, Jason J.
Colaianni, Michael P.
Cotta, David 
Courtenay III, St. John
Craig, Joyce 
Crawford, Murriel E.
Curcuri, Jeremy J.
Cutitta II, David J.
Cygan, Michael T.
Dang, Thu A.
Daniels, Scott A.
Daybell, Donald E.
DeFranco, Carl M.
Dejmek, James W.
Dennett, Debra L.
Dixon, Joseph L.
Dougal, Brent M.
Droesch, Kristen L.
Easthom, Karl D.
Engels, Nathan A.
Engle, Michael J.
Fenick, Sharon 
Fetting, Anton W.
Finamore, Alyssa A.
Fischetti, Joseph A.
Fitzpatrick, Michael J.
Flax, Ryan H.
Frahm, Eric S.
Franklin, Beverly A.
Fredman, Jeffrey N.
Galligan, Daniel J.



Gerstenblith, Bart A.
Giannetti, Thomas L.
Greenhut, Charles N.
Grossman, Barry L.
Guest, Rae Lynn P.
Guijt, Lisa M.
Gupta, Jennifer R.
Hagy, Amber L.
Hamann, John D.
Hardman, Cynthia M.
Heaney, Julia 
Hill, Jill D.
Hoang, Bach V.
Hoff, Marc S.
Hoffman, Mary C.
Homere, Jean R.
Horner, Linda E.
Hoskins, George R.
Howard, Scott B.
Hudalla, John A.
Hughes, James R.
Hutchings, Tara L.
Inglese, Jane E.
Ippolito, Frances L.
Jeffery, John A.
Jenks, Ulrike W.
Jeschke, Eric C.
Jung, Hyun J.
Jurgovan, Jon M.
Kaiser, Christopher M.
Kalan, Kristina M.
Katz, Deborah 
Kennedy, Christopher C.
Khan, Nabeel U.
Kinder, Robert L.
Kohut, David M.
Kokoski, Jo-Anne M.
Kumar, Johnny A.
Laney, Frederick C.
Lebovitz, Richard M.
Lee, Jameson 
MacDonald, Allen R.
Majors, Timothy G.
Margolies, Stacy B.
Marschall, Richard H.
Martin, Brett C.



McGee, Sheldon M.
McGraw, Kimberly 
McKeown, Jennifer L.
McKone, David C.
McMillin, Terrence W.
McNeill, Matthew J.
McShane, Sheila F.
Medlock, Nina L.
Melvin, Jason W.
Mercader, Eleni Mantis
Meyers, Matthew S.
Mitchell, Susan L. C.
Mohanty, Bibhu R.
Moore, Aaron W.
Moore, Scott C.
Morgan, Jason V.
Murphy, Brian P.
Murphy, Cynthia L.
Murray, Lisa A.
Nalven, Andrew L.
Nappi, Robert E.
New, John G.
Newman, Devon Zastrow
Obermann, Grace Karaffa
Ogden, Christopher L.
O'Hanlon, Sean P.
Osinski, Michelle R.
Owens, Terry J.
Parvis, Barbara A.
Paulraj, Christopher G.
Peslak, Arthur M.
Petravick, Meredith C.
Pothier, Denise M.
Powell, Neil T.
Praiss, Donna M.
Pyonin, Adam J.
Quinn, Miriam L.
Raevsky, Scott 
Range, Brian D.
Reagan, Elizabeth J.
Reimers, Annette R.
Ren, LiLan 
Repko, Jason M.
Robertson, Jeffrey B.
Ross, Avelyn 
Saadat, Mahshid D.



 

Saindon, William V.
Schneider, John E.
Schopfer, Kenneth G.
Shapiro, Peter D.
Shaw, Beth Z.
Shiang, Catherine 
Silverman, Robert J.
Smith, Jeffrey S.
Smith, Jeffrey T.
Snay, Jeffrey R.
Snedden, Sheridan K.
Song, Daniel S.
Staicovici, Stefan 
Stephens, Debra K.
Stepina, Lee L.
Strauss, Michael J.
Szpondowski, Kara L.
Tartal, James A.
Thomas, Carolyn D.
Tornquist, Jon B.
Townsend, Rachel H.
Trock, Kevin C.
Tsang, Lisa L.
Turner, Kevin F.
Ullagaddi, Monica S.
Valek, Michael A.
Warner, Brandon J.
Weatherly, Mitchell G.
White, Stacey G.
Whitehead Jr., Carl W.
Wieder, Bruce T.
Wilson, N. Whitney
Wisz, Jamie T.
Wood, Benjamin D. M.
Woods, Michael L.
Wormmeester, Michelle N.
Worth, James A.
Yang, Zhenyu 
Zado, Christa P.
Zecher, Michael R.
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