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Resources and guidance

Policies, procedures, rules, guides, tools, and manuals related to proceedings before the Patent Trial and
Appeal Board. More recent information can be found on the latest developments page. A current list of
precedential and informative decisions of the Board can be found on the Precedential and informative

decisions webpage.

Expand all | Collapse all

v Appeals

o Ex parte appeals
e Rules for ex parte appeals

e Request for oral arguments

v Trials

e Claim construction final rule
o AlA trial proceedings

e Rules for AlA trials

e Umbrellarules

o Inter partes review

o Post-grant review

e Derivation

* Notice regarding options for amendments through reissues or reexaminations

v Trial Practice Guide

o Consolidated trial practice guide November 2019

o Trial practice guide July 2019 Update


https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/latest-developments
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/precedential-informative-decisions
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/precedential-informative-decisions
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/appeals
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/rules
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/hearings/requesting-oral-hearings
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/procedures/ptab-issues-claim-construction
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/trials/aia-trial-types
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/trials
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/aia_implementation/fr_general_trial.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/appealing-patent-decisions/trials/inter-partes-review
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/appealing-patent-decisions/trials/post-grant-review
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/appealing-patent-decisions/trials/derivation-proceeding
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/notice-regarding-options-amendments
https://www.uspto.gov/TrialPracticeGuideConsolidated
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/trial-practice-guide-update3.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/
https://www.uspto.gov/patents
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab

e Trial practice guide August 2018 Update
o Trial practice guide (August 2012)

v Reexams and interferences

¢ Rules of inter partes reexamination
e Appeals
¢ Rules for contested cases

¢ Rules for interferences

v Standard operating procedures

e« SOP 1 (rev. 16): Assighment of judges to panels (June 12, 2024)

¢« SOP 2 (rev. 11): Designation or de-designation of decisions as precedential or informative (July
24,2023)
o SOP 2 (rev. 11) Addendum (August 12, 2025)

e SOP 3 (rev. 2, formerly SOP9): Procedure for Decisions Remanded from the Federal Circuit
for Further Proceedings (October 5, 2023)

e SOP 4 (rev. 1): Procedure for Pre-Issuance Optional Decision Review and Post-Issuance
Decision Review (October 5, 2023)

v Internal operating procedures

¢ Guidance Memorandum for the Ex Parte Appeals Process

e |OP: Processing Procedures for Ex Parte Appeals

v Processes and Guidance Memorandum

+ Enforcement and Non-waiver of 37 C.F.R. § 42.104(b)(4) and Permissible Uses of General
Knowledge in Inter Partes Reviews (July 31, 2025)

« Final Written Decision Procedures for AlA Trial Proceedings (July 29, 2025)
¢ Interim Processes for PTAB Work/media/214364load Management (March 26, 2025)

e Guidance on USPTO'’s recission of “Interim Procedure for Discretionary Denials in AIA Post-
Grant Proceedings with Parallel District Court Litigation” (March 24, 2025)


https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2018_Revised_Trial_Practice_Guide.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/ip/boards/bpai/trial_practice_guide_74_fr_48756_081412.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-37/part-41/subpart-C
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-37/part-41/subpart-C
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-37/part-41/subpart-C
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-37/part-41/subpart-B
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-37/part-41/subpart-B
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-37/part-41/subpart-d
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-37/part-41/subpart-d
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-37/part-41/subpart-d
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-37/part-41/subpart-e
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-37/part-41/subpart-e
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-37/part-41/subpart-e
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/sop1_r16_final.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/20230724_ptab_sop2_rev11_.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/SOP2_Rev_11_Addendum_August_2025.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ptab_sop_3-2023-oct.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ptab_sop_3-2023-oct.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ptab_sop_4-2023-oct.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ptab_sop_4-2023-oct.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/media/211002
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/iop_processing_procedures_for_ex_parte_appeals_20230717_.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/aapa_memo_final__signed.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/aapa_memo_final__signed.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/20250729095727582.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/InterimProcesses-PTABWorkloadMgmt-20250326.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/guidance_memo_on_interim_procedure_recission_20250324.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/guidance_memo_on_interim_procedure_recission_20250324.pdf

+ The Applicability of Existing Regulations as to Party and Practitioner Misconduct Related to
the Use of Artificial Intelligence (February 6, 2024)

e Guidance on Paneling of Cases (September 22, 2023)

¢ Updated applicant admitted prior art (AAPA) memorandum (June 9, 2022) (superseded by the
Enforcement and Non-waiver of 37 C.F.R. § 42.104(b)(4) and Permissible Uses of General
Knowledge in Inter Partes Reviews issued on July 31, 2025)”

¢ Indefiniteness in AlA post-grant proceedings memorandum (January 6, 2021)

o Applicant admitted prior art (AAPA) memorandum (August 18, 2020) (superseded by the
Updated applicant admitted prior art (AAPA) memorandum issued on June 9, 2022)

« Notice regarding options for amendments through reissues or reexaminations (April 19, 2019)
« Consolidated trial practice guide November 2019

e Trial practice guide July 2019 Update

o Trial practice guide August 2018 Update

e Trial practice guide (August 2012)

v Statutes, rules, and references

» Title 35 of the United States Code

« 37CFR

« Federal Rules of Evidence

« Recent proposals, pilot programs, and final rules (presenting recent rules)
¢ Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP)

» USPTO Rules of Professional Conduct

« Ethics guidance

e U.S. Supreme Court

¢ U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit (CAFC)

v Rulemaking

+ Expanding Opportunities to Appear Before the Patent Trial and Appeal Board (October 10,
2024)

¢ Rules Governing Director Review of Patent Trial and Appeal Board Decisions  (October 1,
2024)

¢ Rules Governing Motion to Amend Practice and Procedures in Trial Proceedings under the
America Invents Act before the PTAB  (September 18, 2024)

¢ Rules Governing Pre-Issuance Internal Circulation and Review of Decisions Within the Patent
Trial and Appeal Board  (June 12, 2024)


https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/director_guidance_ai_use_legal_proceedings.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/director_guidance_ai_use_legal_proceedings.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/panelingmemo-09222023.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022060912updatedAAPAmemo.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/IndefinitenessMemo.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/signed_aapa_guidance_memo.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/notice-regarding-options-amendments
https://www.uspto.gov/TrialPracticeGuideConsolidated
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/trial-practice-guide-update3.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2018_Revised_Trial_Practice_Guide.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/ip/boards/bpai/trial_practice_guide_74_fr_48756_081412.pdf
http://uscode.house.gov/browse/prelim@title35&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/browse/prelim@title35&edition=prelim
http://uscode.house.gov/browse/prelim@title35&edition=prelim
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title37/37tab_02.tpl
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title37/37tab_02.tpl
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title37/37tab_02.tpl
https://www.uscourts.gov/forms-rules/current-rules-practice-procedure/federal-rules-evidence
https://www.uscourts.gov/forms-rules/current-rules-practice-procedure/federal-rules-evidence
https://www.uscourts.gov/forms-rules/current-rules-practice-procedure/federal-rules-evidence
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/recent-proposals-pilots-and-final-rules
https://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/mpep/index.html
https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/patent-and-trademark-practitioners/current-patent-practitioner/ethics-rules
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/ethics-guidance
https://www.supremecourt.gov/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/
http://www.cafc.uscourts.gov/
http://www.cafc.uscourts.gov/
http://www.cafc.uscourts.gov/
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-23319/expanding-opportunities-to-appear-before-the-patent-trial-and-appeal-board
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-23319/expanding-opportunities-to-appear-before-the-patent-trial-and-appeal-board
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-23319/expanding-opportunities-to-appear-before-the-patent-trial-and-appeal-board
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-22194/director-review-of-patent-trial-and-appeal-board-decisions
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-22194/director-review-of-patent-trial-and-appeal-board-decisions
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-22194/director-review-of-patent-trial-and-appeal-board-decisions
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2024-21134
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2024-21134
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2024-21134
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2024-21134
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-12823/rules-governing-pre-issuance-internal-circulation-and-review-of-decisions-within-the-patent-trial
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-12823/rules-governing-pre-issuance-internal-circulation-and-review-of-decisions-within-the-patent-trial
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-12823/rules-governing-pre-issuance-internal-circulation-and-review-of-decisions-within-the-patent-trial
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-12823/rules-governing-pre-issuance-internal-circulation-and-review-of-decisions-within-the-patent-trial

¢ Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Patent Trial and Appeal Board Rules of Practice for Briefing
Discretionary Denial Issues, and Rules for 325(d) Considerations, Instituting Parallel and Serial
Petitions, and Termination Due to Settlement Agreement  (April 19, 2024)

« Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for AlA Proceedings before the PTAB  (April 21,
2023)

v FAQs

« P-TACTS FAQs (March 20, 2025)

» Director Review Process

« PTAB operational FAQs (May 29, 2020)
« AIAFAQs

» General PTAB FAQs

v Archive (rescinded)

* Rescinded on February 28, 2025, Interim procedure for discretionary denials in AIA post-
grant proceeding with parallel district court litigation memorandum (June 21, 2022)
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https://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/resources
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/resources
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/resources
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/resources
https://www.uspto.gov/about-us
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/search
https://www.uspto.gov/trademarks/search
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-08362/patent-trial-and-appeal-board-rules-of-practice-for-briefing-discretionary-denial-issues-and-rules
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-08362/patent-trial-and-appeal-board-rules-of-practice-for-briefing-discretionary-denial-issues-and-rules
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-08362/patent-trial-and-appeal-board-rules-of-practice-for-briefing-discretionary-denial-issues-and-rules
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-08362/patent-trial-and-appeal-board-rules-of-practice-for-briefing-discretionary-denial-issues-and-rules
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2024-08362/patent-trial-and-appeal-board-rules-of-practice-for-briefing-discretionary-denial-issues-and-rules
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2023-08239/discretionary-institution-practices-petition-word-count-limits-and-settlement-practices-for-america
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2023-08239/discretionary-institution-practices-petition-word-count-limits-and-settlement-practices-for-america
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2023-08239/discretionary-institution-practices-petition-word-count-limits-and-settlement-practices-for-america
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/p_tacts_faqs_20250320.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/decisions/director-review-process
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/resources/ptab-operational-faqs-may-29
https://www.uspto.gov/patent/laws-and-regulations/america-invents-act-aia/america-invents-act-aia-frequently-asked
https://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/faqs
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/interim_proc_discretionary_denials_aia_parallel_district_court_litigation_memo_20220621_.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/interim_proc_discretionary_denials_aia_parallel_district_court_litigation_memo_20220621_.pdf
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