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Denials
By Ryan Davis · Listen to article

Law360 (December 19, 2025, 6:41 PM EST) -- U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Director John Squires has
denied 21 requests for America Invents Act patent reviews, while not agreeing to institute any new
proceedings.

In Squires' latest round of summary decisions Thursday, he issued a short order saying that all 21 inter
partes review denials were for discretionary reasons, with no denials based on the merits of the challenger's
invalidity arguments.

BY THE NUMBERS

Squires' Decisions Since October

13

Petitions granted

134

Petitions denied

8.8%

Institution rate

The director also said after considering discretionary issues in 18 additional cases, he would move on to
considering the merits and issue decisions later.

As is typical, the order mostly consisted of a list of case numbers, with no details on the rationale for the
decisions. However, Squires issued a separate decision in one case explaining why he decided not to issue a
discretionary denial.

Since he began making all institution decisions himself in October, Squires has now instituted review in a
total of 13 cases and denied review in 134, for an institution rate of 8.8%. Of the denials, 131 have been for
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discretionary reasons, which can include the age of the patent or the status of related infringement litigation,
with the three others based on the merits.

Institution decisions were previously made by the Patent Trial and Appeal Board, which instituted review in
around 70% of cases in recent years. The board now only conducts AIA reviews and issues final decisions if
Squires institutes review.

The cases for which Squires denied review Thursday include challenges by Google LLC to numerous
Telecom Ventures LLC patents, three petitions by SK Hynix challenging Advanced Memory Technologies
LLC patents, along with petitions by companies including Meta Platforms Inc., FedEx Corp. and BOE
Technology Group Co. Ltd.

Squires issued a separate order detailing why he did not discretionarily deny a petition by Caption Health
Inc. challenging a University of British Columbia patent on analyzing ultrasound images and would instead
consider the merits.

The university argued that the petition should be denied because Caption Health had taken inconsistent
positions at the board and in infringement litigation in the Northern District of California on how the claims
of the patent should be construed.

Caption Health responded that it was seeking to use the same plain and ordinary meaning in both proceedings
and only provided more elaboration in the district court case. However, it agreed to use the same expressly
stated claim construction from court at the board to "remove any perceived discrepancy."

Squires said under a November decision he has made precedential, petitioners must explain inconsistent
positions taken at the board and in court.

He said in Thursday's order that "while it is not entirely clear whether [Caption Health] sought to advance an
inconsistent claim construction position," he would take the company's argument as a stipulation that it would
now use the same claim construction in both proceedings.

"Petitioner's stipulation, therefore, resolves any potential inconsistency in claim construction positions
between forums," he said, concluding that "discretionary denial of institution is not appropriate in this
proceeding."

The other cases the director said he will now be reviewing on the merits include petitions filed by Apple Inc.,
Samsung Electronics Co. Ltd., Cisco Systems Inc., Snap Inc. and Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co.
Ltd.

Squires has now issued six bulk rulings on institution decisions. In the first three orders, he denied all 91
petitions he considered. That was followed by one order in which he instituted six reviews and denied 10
petitions, one where he instituted seven reviews and denied 12, and Thursday's order denying 21 petitions.

--Editing by Rich Mills.

For a reprint of this article, please contact reprints@law360.com.
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PTAB Case Information

Case Title

Google LLC Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01349

Date Filed

July 25, 2025

Case Title

Google LLC Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01389

Date Filed

August 06, 2025
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Case Title

Google LLC Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01401

Date Filed

August 08, 2025

Case Title

Google LLC Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01408

Date Filed

August 11, 2025

Case Title

Google LLC Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01409

Date Filed

August 12, 2025

Case Title

Google LLC Inter Partes Review
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Case Number

IPR2025-01419

Date Filed

August 13, 2025

Case Title

Netskope, Inc. Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01115

Date Filed

August 13, 2025

Case Title

Google LLC Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01421

Date Filed

August 14, 2025

Case Title

BOE Technology Group Co., Ltd. Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01396

Date Filed
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August 14, 2025

Case Title

Excelliance Mos Corporation Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01433

Date Filed

August 15, 2025

Case Title

Tempus AI, Inc. Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01434

Date Filed

August 15, 2025

Case Title

Tempus AI, Inc. Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01435

Date Filed

August 15, 2025

Case Title

Voltage, LLC et al. Inter Partes Review
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Case Number

IPR2025-01443

Date Filed

August 19, 2025

Case Title

Meta Platforms, Inc. Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01334

Date Filed

August 19, 2025

Case Title

Topsoe, Inc. et al. Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01455

Date Filed

August 22, 2025

Case Title

Canadian Solar (USA) Inc. et al. Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01432
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Date Filed

August 22, 2025

Case Title

SK hynix Inc. Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01449

Date Filed

August 22, 2025

Case Title

SK hynix Inc. Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01453

Date Filed

August 25, 2025

Case Title

SK hynix Inc. Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01451

Date Filed

August 27, 2025

Case Title
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FedEx Corporation et al. Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01491

Date Filed

August 29, 2025

Case Title

FedEx Corporation et al. Inter Partes Review

Case Number

IPR2025-01490

Date Filed

August 29, 2025

Companies

Apple Inc.
BOE Technology Group Co. Ltd.
Cisco Systems Inc.
FedEx Corp.
Google LLC
Meta Platforms Inc.
Samsung Electronics Co. Ltd.
SK Hynix Inc.
Snap Inc.
Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. Ltd.
University of British Columbia

Government Agencies

Patent Trial and Appeal Board
U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
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